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Deliverance ministry 

After the Toronto blessing there has been an increase in deliverance ministries. And 
the number is still growing. After the charismatic churches, it entered the evangelical 

ones, and now it is even working its way into the regular churches. Can a born again 

Christian be bound by a demonic power, or is this teaching one of the biggest heresies 
that can be preached? Many books have been written about it. Nowadays in many 

churches, from Charismatic ones to the Reformed, a form of deliverance ministry is 

used. There are also courses and studies throughout all the country to help you be set 
free from demonic powers which still govern you. 

Much of what is taught in here comes from charismatic teachers from abroad. People 
like Neil. T. Anderson, Dereck Prince, Benny Hinn and many others who have laid 

the groundwork for this teaching.  

Being bound by demons does appear in the Bible. The Lord Jesus Himself delivered 
many people who were bound by demons, but these were unbelievers. The way He 

did this differs very much from the way one does it today. He spoke and they left the 

person. In the deliverance ministry the Holy Spirit is asked directly and also being 
prayed to. 

No where in the Bible we are being called to pray to the Holy Spirit. So also not for 
discovering demonic bindings in a person. By working in this manner one opens 

oneself up to being mislead by these powers. In the deliverance ministry people 
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sometimes even question the demons. To make the powers tell who they are. Now just 

how reliable will that be when the Bible clearly tells us that Satan is a liar from the 
beginning. And there is no truth in him.  

Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a 
murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in 

him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of 

it. John 8:44 

One just assumes this is all okay and that God is leading it, especially because one 

sees the fruit of this. The experience is above the scriptures of God. Battling the 

demons however is not without danger. 

Then certain of the vagabond Jews, exorcists, took upon them to call over them which 

had evil spirits the name of the Lord Jesus, saying, We adjure you by Jesus whom 
Paul preacheth. And there were seven sons of one Sceva, a Jew, and chief of the 

priests, which did so. And the evil spirit answered and said, Jesus I know, and Paul I 

know; but who are ye? And the man in whom the evil spirit was leaped on them, and 
overcame them, and prevailed against them, so that they fled out of that house naked 

and wounded. Acts 19:13-16 

In the deliverance ministry people are being set free from all kinds of demons. Like a 
demon of envy, anger, lust, greed and so on. These kind of symptoms we see in the 

book of Galatians. But here they are the works of the flesh. So it appears that all the so 

called demons that are driven out in the deliverance ministry are nothing more than 
our fleshly desires. In other words sins we commit because we are a human being 

living in a broken creation. We cannot be delivered from our flesh. But that is just 

what churches are busy with lately. 

Look at Paul. If today he would tell the church what he wrote to the Romans, than he 

would qualify instantly for deliverance.  

For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: for to will is 

present with me; but how to perform that which is good I find not. For the good that I 

would I do not: but the evil which I would not, that I do. Rom.7:18-19 

It is more a trick from Satan to lead people astray from God. One is more fixed on 

Satan (and all of his manifestations) than on Jesus, even though everything is done in 
Jesus Name. On the cross Jesus exclaimed: "It is finished!" Could it be He only 

delivered us partly? Do we, as human beings, first have to battle Satan and his demons 

before we are totally free? If that would be the case than we would have something to 
boast in. 
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The more you are standing in the deliverance ministry team, chances are you will 

become proud. "I have driven out many demons already", "I spoke and he 
disappeared.", I discovered there was still one there and than I knew that one had to be 

cast out first.", "I have delivered lots of people." This spiritual warfare causes pride. 

The Bible teaches us that no one can boast in the works he has done. It is Gods Grace 
that He has delivered us from the power of the Evil one! No human can add anything 

to that. 

And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free. John 8:32 

There are more questions that are surfacing with the teaching that a born again 

Christian can be bound by demons. How can the Holy Spirit be dwelling in a believer 
together with a demon? In the deliverance ministry they teach us that you have to 

view your body as a house with many rooms. After we are born again the Holy Spirit 

comes to live inside of you. He however does not have control over the whole house. 
There are still rooms that are occupied by demonic powers. 

Nowhere does the Bible teach us that this is even remotely possible. The Bible teaches 
us we were delivered from satans power and have been translated into the kingdom of 

God. 

Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the 
kingdom of his dear Son: In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the 

forgiveness of sins:  Col. 1:13-14 

Of course the demons will do everything in their power to keep you addicted, fearful 

or depressed, but I do not believe that demons actually can inhabit a born again 

Christian. More often it is also the "old person" which is causing the behaviour. The 
deliverance ministry is taking it one step further again and again. It not only includes 

driving out demons which are bothering you. All generational curses, passed on to 

you by your ancestors, have to be broken, even to the 10th generation.  

Than there are the so called triggers, the innerchild of you and the pastoral care for 

your soul. The deliverance ministry seems to take the path of psychology more and 

more. Whatever you have experienced, how deeply hidden it might be, which ever 
addiction is bothering you, the deliverance ministry team will pray against it.  

Oftentimes the getting conscious of your sins is already a big step, and than when you 
ask for forgiveness, this will bring healing. It is than the persons own choice how to 

deal with it further. Radical choices have to be made and trusting in God. Spiritual 

warfare "commanders" claim the victory in your life, but in fact by this you are 
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constantly a victim of demons and what they do to you. You are continually dealing 

with them, instead of fixing your eyes on God. 

Deuteronomy 13 from verse 2 gives a clear warning. God Himself says that He will 

send prophets who will perform wonders and signs and therewith they shall try to lead 
astray from the One True God. Why does He do this? 

for the Lord your God proveth you, to know whether ye love the Lord your God with 

all your heart and with all your soul. Deut. 13:2b  

When we look at this in the light of the deliverance ministry today, doesn't it seem 

like God is proving the people? Whether they will seek after the wonders and signs, or 
after Him, after Jesus? The deliverance ministry is not merely a misleading it also 

diminishes the completed work of the Lord Jesus. 

But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty, so your 

minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ.  For if he that cometh 

preacheth another Jesus, whom we have not preached, or if ye receive another spirit, 
which ye have not received, or another gospel, which ye have not accepted, ye might 

well bear with him. 2 Cor. 11: 3-4 
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